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PUbLic DOmaIN 
Creative Commons licenses 

can only apply to works under 

copyright.  When works enter 

the Public Domain any 

attached CC licenses expire.  

Items in the Public Domain 

may display these icons, but 

these are not CC licenses.

Creative Commons licenses enable the free distribution of otherwise 

copyrighted works.  Use them to give others the right to share, use 

and build on your works.

Under copyright law, various 

limitations and exceptions to 

copyright are provided.  Under fair 

use/dealing uses of limited 

amounts of copyrighted materials 

are allow in some contexts.  CC 

licenses do not reduce, limit or 

prohibit these exceptions.

BY You must attribute 

the creator

SA Derivative works 

must be licensed the 

same way.

NC You may not use the 

material for commercial 

purposes

ND You may not remix, 

transform or build on the 

material

The four elements are combined to create: 

Creative Commons license are composed of these four

elements:

Creative Commons licenses consist of three layers.  The first 

layer is understandable by lawyers and is the legal deed of 

the license.  The second layer spells out the license in human 

readable terms. The third layer can be understood by 

computers.

Allows others to distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon the work, even 

commercially with credit to the creator;  If the work is modified it must be  

passed along with the same license.
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CC BY   Attribution

CC BY-SA  Attribution,  ShareAlike

Cell image created by Nhor from the Noun Project

More detailed license descriptions can be found on the Creative Commons website.

Allows others to distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon the work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit the creator.

CC BY-NC  Attribution,  NonCommercial
Lets others remix, tweak, and build upon the work but not for commercial 

gain.  Original creator must be credited.

Lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work but not for commercial 

gain  as long as they credit the creator and license their new creation under 

the identical terms.

CC BY-NC-SA  Attribution,  NonCommercial, ShareAlike

CC BY Attribution, NonDerivative

CC BY-NC-ND Attribution, NonCommercial, NonDerivative

Lets others redistribute, even commercially, as long as the licensed work is 

distributed unchanged and in whole, with credit to the creator.

Lets the user reuse and share the work as long the work is redistributed 

unchanged and not for profit.  Original creator to be credited.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

